
“A better world
doesn’t begin with me,
but with all of us” 
RUTGER BREGMAN - HUMANKIND: A HOPEFUL HISTORY



Project Overview

Nine Earths is an environmental documentary that explores the relationship between everyday events and 
humanity’s excessive demand for the Earth’s resources. Blending participatory and observational types of 
documentary, Nine Earths features a mosaic of day-to-day life, using footage shot by collaborators from around the 
world. The artwork reveals global consumption patterns through the lens of climate justice and takes audiences on 
an audiovisual journey through multiple locations, highlighting individual voices and stories. Nine Earths looks into 
the relationships between consumption levels of countries and individuals, cultural differences and similarities, and 
how we are all inextricably connected.

Each year our demand for ecological resources exceeds what our planet can regenerate in that time. For example, the 
USA consumes the equivalent of five Earths’ worth of the planet’s natural resources in one year, while in Qatar it’s a 
staggering 9.3 Earths. Globally, people consume an average of 1.7 planet’s worth of resources each year. We maintain 
this ecological deficit by overusing ecological resources and accumulating waste, primarily carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere.

Instead of presenting overwhelming scientific data and stereotypical imagery of climate emergency, Nine 
Earths takes a closer look at daily routines of people across the world and draws attention to the accelerating 
consumption—the driving cause of climate change. Using visual ethnography, imagery, sound, and candid 
interviews, Nine Earths presents people’s perceptions of consumption and reveals lifestyle choices that, often 
unwittingly, impact our planet.

“A better world doesn’t begin with me, but with all of us,” states Rutger Bregman in ‘Humankind: A Hopeful History,’ 
a book that considers how humans can use our inherently good nature to build a better society. Nine Earths steers 
away from the grip of guilt by sharing insights into global concerns and hopes, hence empowering people to become 
an active part of the conversation on climate change.

Nine Earths has been developed in collaboration with researchers and scientists across the globe, including Professor 
Mark Maslin (University College London), Professor Julie Doyle, (University of Brighton), and Professor Kevin Walker 
(Coventry University). The project is a collaboration between D-Fuse and partners around the globe, including 
Metal (UK), RMIT University (Vietnam), Maya Chami (Lebanon), Sembilan Matahari (Indonesia), Musica Estranha and 
Multiplicidade (Brazil).

Nine Earths is supported by the British Council’s Creative Commissions programme which is a series of creative 
commissions exploring climate change through art, science and digital technology. 

Teaser Trailer/Mock-up: vimeo.com/568832333/5ccce1a011
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About D-Fuse

D-Fuse is a collective of audiovisual innovators working 
across a range of media and artforms. Founded in the mid-
1990s by neurodiverse artist Mike Faulkner, D-Fuse’s output 
encompasses immersive installations, film, animation, live 
A/V performances, and VR/XR. Recognised as pioneers of 
VJ-ing, D-Fuse has embraced new technologies to engage 
audiences with social and environmental issues through 
individual stories and relatable narratives.

 

To forge novel ways of storytelling, D-Fuse has collaborated 
with artists, researchers, and organisations, including 
Immersive Media Lab/USC; Professor Kevin Walker, Immersive 
Media, Coventry University; Cranbrook Academy of Art; 
Professor Mark Maslin, UCL; and groundbreaking musicians 
Steve Reich, Beck, Hauschka, among others. Selected projects 
include: ‘Carbon Crisis Blipverts’ – animations commissioned 
by SOS/Live Earths and endorsed by Al Gore (2007) and 
‘Small Global’ – an immersive installation commissioned by 
Eyebeam, NYC and developed in collaboration with Professor 
Danny Dorling (2005-2015).
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To learn more about 
Nine Earths and D-Fuse, please visit: 
Website: www.dfuse.com
Twitter: @D_Fuse
Instagram: @mike_dfuse

For further information please contact 
Marek Wolynski: marek@dfuse.com         
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